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READER: 


"F- H E following Sermon having met with ave-= 
ry favourable reception in England (as ap= 
 poars by the many Impreſſions of it ) I thought it 4 
Work of great uſe and benefit to Re-print it here, 
and reduce it to a ſmaller Volumn, that it might be 
an eaſy purchaſe, and ſpread the | | 
more univerſally : For the ſeveral * Dr. Cumber, 
* Divines of the Church of Eng- * —_— JT 
land have Wrote moſt Learnealy, RE 14 
and elabortely Defended its Litnr- 
Ly, aud ſhewn its Antiquity, and primitive V- 
ſage ; yet it muſt be allow'd, that noone has dowe 
more Service in this nature, then the Reverend 
Author, For he has adapted his Diſcourſe to the 
meaneſt Capacity, he has Written with that conciſe- 
neſs and perſpicuity withal, that no one (unleſs 
prepoſſeſt with prejudice) that reads, but may 
underſtand it with profit ;, it being impoſſible to 
croud more Subſtantial Matter in the compaſs of 
816 Sermou. | 

And tothe Immortal Honour-of the Author, let 

A'S » this 


The Bookſeller to the Reader. 
this be Notified, that by the Bleſſing of God cu this Di/- 
courſe (which cvideatly declares the Excellency and 
Uſefulneſs of ons Eſtabliſid Forms ) be has brought 
his People daily to frequent the publick Prayers, 
and to come up to a very Primitive Prattice, even 
Weekly Communions, 

Thanks ve toGod, the Wiſaom of the Governours 
of our Church here, have ſo Order'd Matters, that 
20 good Chriftian ( that is Devoutly inclir'd ) but 
may 17 ſome Church or other of this C ity, have 

tbe benefit of Publick Prayers every day from Six a- 

/ clock till Eleven, and from Three to Eight, and Re- 
cerve the Sacrament every Stnday throughant the 
Year. 

And his Grace the Arch- Biſhop of Dublin, ha- 
ving approv'd of the Deſign, "tis hop'd He will be 
pleaſed tro Recommend to his Clergy, the buying ſome 
Dozens of them, to be diſtriputed amongſt their 
poor Pariſmoners, ſo that they, as well as the Rich, 
may not be without ſo Uſeful a Book in their 
Families : Which Good example, "tis believ'd will 
be follow®d by Bilhaps of other Dioceſſes, and their 
Clergy ;, for T reſolve to afford them as cheap as 
poſſible 1 can. | ID 

All that I ſhatl add is, 1 wiſh the Sermon may 
have as good an effect in this Kingdom, as in that 
wheie it was at firſt Publiſhed, = 


' Dublin, the gth of : - 
wie, egho Jacob Milner, 


i Cor. 14. 26. 
Let all things be done to edifying. 


Hen Fudes Zaccabens hal new built 

the Altar, and repaired the Tem- 

ple at Hieruſc bm, after it had been Polluted 
and laid wafte for Three Years together ; 

the Church of God at that time and place 

rejoyced ſo much at it, that they kept the 

Dedication of it Eight days,and ordered 
that the ſame ſhould be obſerved every year ; 

r Maccab, 4. 59. And fo we find it was in 

our Saviour's time: For he himſelf was 

pleaſed to honour that Feſtival, though on- 


ly of Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution, with his own 
Preſence; Foh. 10. 22. In the like man-' 


ner, we of this Pariſh have Cauſe to be 
tranſported with Joy and Gladneſs, and to 
ſpend this day 1n pratkng and adoring the 
moſt high God, for that our Church, which 
hath lain waſte for above five times Three 
years, is now at laſt rebuilt and fitted again 
for his Worſhip and Service, For what the 
Altar and Temple were unto the Jews then, 
the ſame will our Church be unto us now. 
Did they there offer up their Sacrafices un- 
to God as Types of the Death of Chrilt ? 
We ſhall hare Commemorate the ſaid Death 
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* of Chriſt, typified by thoſe Sacrifices. Did 


they come from all parts of Judiato Wor- 
ſhip God there ; So ſhall we, I hope, come 
from all parts of this Pariſh to Worſhip 
God here, Was the Temple an Houſe of 
Prayer to them ? So tis this Church to us. 
Was that the place where God, according 
to his Promiſe, came unto his people to bleſs 


them? 1 do not doubt but he will do the 


ſame to us in this Place, if we come unto it, 
and carry our ſelves in it as we ought to do. 
In ſhort, was the Temple the place where all 
things were periormed that could any way 
conduce to the edifying of God's People, as 
things then ſtood ? The ſame may be ſaid of 
our Church as things now ſtand, For what- 
ſoever is, or can be Neceſſary to the edify- 
ing of our Souls here, and ſo to their Eter- 
pa] Salvation hereafter, is clearly and fully 
comprehended in thoſe ſeveral Offices, which 
according to the Laws of the Land, are now 
to be performed in this place. Neither is 
there any thing contained-in any of them 
but what doth really conduce to theſe great 
Ends and Purpoſes. 

But this being a thing which is denied 
by ſome, and underſtood but by few amongſt 
us, | ſhall endeavour to explain and de- 
monſtrate unto all, Which I chuſe to do 
at this time, becauſe *tis the moſt proper 
Subject I could think of for this Occaſion. 
For unleſs what is to be now done in this 
Place, will anſwer the ends wherefore it is 
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ereQed, all the Coſts and Charges that have 
been laid out upon it ; will be to no purpoſe 
at all. But if it can be fully made out, 
That the Service, which 1s here to be per- 
formed, doth highly conduce to the Ad- 
vancement of God's Glory, and your Hap- 
Pineſs, the great Ends wherefore ſuch places- 
are ereQed, then you cannot but acknow- 
ledge that whatſoever any of you have con- 


tributed towards it, is the. beſt Money that 


you ever ſpent; and that this day wherein 
the ſaid Service 1s begun to be performed in 
it, is one of the moſt joyful days that this 
Pariſh ever ſaw. 

This therefore, is that which I ſhall en- 
deavour to prove at this time: And for 
that end I®have choſen theſe Words for the 


_ Ground and Foundation of all that I ſhall 


ſay upon this Subje&, Let af things be done 
ts. edifying, For the right underſtanding 
whereof, we muſt know, that the Apoſtle 
having in this Chapter diſcourſed at large 
concerning -the way and manner of holding 
Chriſtian Aſſemblies, and having proved, 
that whatſoever is there ſaid, ought to be. 
ſpoken in ſuch a Language, that all there 
preſent may underſtand, and ſo be edify*d 
by it ; he at laſt ſums up the whole 1n this 
Propoſition, How z it then Brethren ? Where 
ye come together, every one of you bath a Pſalm, 
hath a Doefrine, bath a Tongue, hath a Revela- 
tion, hath an Interpretation : Let all things be 
done unto Edifying : AS;if he ſhould have, ,.- 
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{aid, whatſoever Gifts any of you have, or 
pretend to, yet when you 'meet together 
upon a Religious Account, for the Publick 
Worſhip'of God, take ſpecial care that all 
things be there done, to the Edifying of all 
who. are there preſent.” From whence it 1s 
- plain, that the Apoſtle lays down this as a 
general Rule, neccliary ty be obſerved in all 
Chriſtian Congrea :tions. So that whenſoe- 
ver we meet together to Worſhip and Serve 
God ; if'any thing be there done which is 
not for onr Edification, we come ſhort of 
this Rule, and fo we do too, it any thing be 
there wanting that may co; xduce to that end. 

-For according to this Rule, as nothing is to 
be there done hut what is for our Editfying, 
Fo-alfo on the other fide, all thinfs that are, 

or call be for our Edifying ought to be there 
done. 

But for our hetter underſtanding the true 
ſenſe and purport of this Rule, it is neceſſa- 
ry to CORMETT what the Apoſtle here means 
by ed; tying; For which we muſt know, That 
all Chriſtians being, as the ſame Apoſtle 
ſalth, of rhe Houſhold o/ God, Built npon the 
Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prphers, Jeſus 
Chrift kimſelf veing the chief Corner Stone, Eph. 
2. 19, 20. Hence whatſoever tends to the 
ftrengthening, ſupporting, cementing, :Or 
raling this Fabrick hiy] her, witatioever 18 1s 

whereby men art made more firm and ſo- 
lid Chrittians, more holy and perfect men 
dan they were betore, by that they are ſaid 
: to 
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to be edified, And therefore, It 1s a great 
miſtake for men to think (as many do) that 
they are edi/yed by what they hear, mecrly 
becauſe they know perhaps ſomelittle thing 
which before they were ignorant of. For 
Kzowledge (as the Apoſtle faith} prffeth up, 
it is Charity that edificth ,, 2 Cor. 8. 1. And 
therefore, whatſoever knowledge we at- 
tain to, we cannot be ſaid to be ed-fied by it, 
any further than as it inflaences our Minds, 
excites our Love, and inclines our Hearts 
to God and goodneſs. And that this is the 
'true Notion of edify:ng, is plain from the 
Apoſtles own Words ; where he ſaith, Let 
29 corrupt communication come out of your mouths, 
but that which 1s for the uſe of edi-fying, that it 
may miniſter Grace unto the hearers ; Ephel. 4. 
29, For from hence it is manifeſted, that 
that only is properly ſaid to edzfy, that mt- 
niſters grace unto us; whereby we are 
made more purz and holy than we were be- 
fore. And therefore, we read of Eailying 
our ſelves in Love, Epe. 4.16. and building up 
our ſelves in our moſt bly Faith, Jude 20. 
Which are the true Graces that make up a 
real and true Chriſtian. And nothing can be 
{aid $0 edify, but what tends to the exciting 
and encreaſfing of them : Until we come (as 
the Apoſtle faith) iz the wnnity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, into a 
perfett man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of 
rhe fullneſs of Chriſt , Eph. 4- 12, 13. Hence 
therefore, when the Apoſfle ſaith, Ler af 
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things be done to edifying, his meaning in briet. 
is this, That in all our Chriſtian Aſſemblies, 
when we meet together to Worſhip and 
Serve God, all things there, are to be ſo 
done, that we may return home wiſer, and 
better than we came thither , with our 
Knowledge of God and Chriſt encreaſed, 
our Deſires enlarged, our Love inflamed, 
our Faith confirmed, all our Graces quick- 
ned, and ſo our whole Souls made more 
humble, more holy, more like to God, than. 
they were before. | 
The Words being thus briefly explained, 
I ſhall now apply them tro our preſent pur- 
poſe, and ſhew that this Form of Religious 
Worſhip, which is preſcribed by our Church, 


Eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the Land, and . 


therefore to be vſed now in this place, a- 
gree exatly with this Rule, or -Canon of 
the Holy Apoſtle, even that all things in it 
are done to edifying, 

But before we prove that that Form in 
particular, which our Church hath preſcri- 
bzd, is agreeable to this Apoftolical Rule, it 
is neceſſary to prove firſt, That the preſcri- 
bing a Form in general is ſo. For unleſs the 
preſcribing a Form in general, be accord- 
ing to. this Rule, no Form in particular, 
that is preſcribed, . can poſſibly agree with 
it. But now, "that this Rule admits, yea, 
requires the preſcribing of ſome Form, is 
evident from the Rule it ſelf. For the Apo- 
{tle here commands the Church of Cor:neb, 
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and fo all Provincial Churches, to take care 
that in their Religions Aſlemblies 2/! rhings 


be dine to difying. But how is it poſſible for 


any Provincial Church to ſee that this be 
done, except ſhe preſcribes ſome certain 
Form for the doing of it? If every Mini- 
ſter of a Pariſh ſhould be left to his own li- 


* berty to do what he pleaſed in his own Gon- 


gregation, although ſome perhaps might * 


| be {to wiſe and prudent as to obſerve this 


Rule, as well as they could, yet conſider- 
ing the Corruption of Human Nature, we 
have much cauſe to fear that others would 
not. At leaſh the Church could be no way 


* ſecured that all would ; and therefore muſt 


needs be obliged to conſider of, and appoint 
ſome ſuch Form to be uſed in all her Con- 
gregations, by which ſhe may be fully aſ- 
ſured, that this Apoſtolical Rule is every 
where obſerved, as it ought to be. And 
although we ſhould ſuppaſe what can never 
be expected, that all the Clergy in every 


' Province. ſhould be as wile and as good as 


they ought to be, yet it cannot be ſuppo- 
ſed that every one of them ſhould under- 


ſtand what is tor the Edification of the peo- 


ple as well as all together. And therefore it 
muſt needs be acknowledged, that the ſu- 
reſt way to have this Rule obſerved, is, for 
the Governours of every Church, and the 
whole Clergy, to meet together by their 
Repreſentatives, in a Synod or Convocati- 


_ on, and there, upon Mature Deliberation, 


agrec 
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agree upon ſome ſuch Form, which they in 
their Prudence and Conſciences judge to be 
according to this Rule, which the Apoſtle 
here lays down before them. 

And befides that, the preſcribing a Form 
' In general, 1s more for our Edity:ng, than 


to leave every one to do what ſeems good _ 
1n his own Eyes. We have the concurrent - 


Teſtimony, Experience and Practice of the 
Univerſal Church. For we never read, or 
hear of any Church in the World, from the 
Apoſtles days to curs, but what took this 
courſe, Tho” all have not uſed the ſame, yet 
no Church but have uſed ſome Form or 0- 
ther. And therefore, for any man to ſay, 
that it is not lawful, or not expedient, or 
not ſo Edifying, to uſe a Form of Prayer in 
the Publick Worſhip of God, is to contra- 
dict the general Senſe of Chriſtianity, to 
condemn the Holy Catholick Church ; and 
to make himſelf wiſer than all Chriſtians that 
ever were before him. Which, whatſoever 
it may be thought now, was always hereto- 
fore reckoned one of the greateſt Sins and 
Follies that a man could be guilty of. 

Nay, more than all this too : For this is 
not only to make a man's ſelf wiſer than all 
Chriftians, but wiſer than Chriſt himſelf - 
For it 1s impoſlible to preſcribe any Form 
of Prayer in more Plain and expreſs Terms 
:han he bath done it, where he ſaith ; Whez 
ve pray, /ay, Oar Father which art in Heaven, 
&c, Like 11,2, And I hope none here pre- 

ſent, 
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ſent, but will acknowledge that Chriſt, by 
whom alone we can be Edified, knows bet- 
ter what is, or what is not for our Edifica- 
tion, than we, or all the men inthe World 
can do, And therefore, ſeeing he hath not 
only preſcribed a Form of Prayer for his 
Diſciples to uſe, but hath expreſly com- 


fl manded them touſe it, we, who profeſs our 


-- ſelves to be his Diſciples, ought to reſt fully 
ſatisfied in our Minds, that uſing of aFormot 
Prayer, is not only lawful, but much more 
for our Edifying, than it is poſſible for any 
other way of Praying to be. 

The ſame may be proved alſo from the na- 
ture of the thing it ſelf, by ſuch Arguments, 
which do not only demonſtrate that it is ſo, 
but likewiſe ſhew how it comes to be ſo. For, 
Firſt,in order toour being Edified, ſo as to be 
made better and holizr, whenſoever we meet 
together upon a Religious account, it is 
neceſſary that the ſame good and holy things 
be always inculcated and preſfed upon us at- 
ter one and the ſame manner. For we cannot 
but all find by our own experience, how 
difficult it is to faſten any thing that is truly 
good, either upon our ſelves or others, and 
that it is rarely, if ever effe&ed, without fre- 
quent repetitions of it, Whatſoeyver good 
things we hear only once, or now and then, 
though perhaps upon the hearing of them, 
they may ſwim for a while in our Brains, yet 
they ſeldom fink down into our Hearts, ſo as 
to move and ſway the Afﬀections, as it is ne- 
ceſſary they ſhould do, in order to our being 

Edified 
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fied by them. Whereas by a Set Form of 
Publick Deyotions rightly Compoſed, as 
we are continually put in mind of all things 
nzceſſary for us ro know or do, ſo that it 
always 1s done by the ſame Words and Ex- 
preſſions, which by their conſtant uſe will 
Imprint the things themſelves ſo firmly in 
our minds, that it would be no eaſte matter 
to obliterate or race them out ; but do what 
wecan, they will ſtill occur upon all occca- 
ſions; which cannot but be very much for our 
Chriſtian Edification. | 
Moreover, that which conduceth to the 
quickning our Squls, and raiſing up our Af- 
fections in our publick Devotions, muſt 
needs be acknowledged to conduce much to þ 
our Edification. But it 1s plain, that as to 
ſuch purpoſes a Set Form of Prayer is an ex- 
traordinary help to us ; for it 1 hear ano- 
ther Pray and know not before-hand what 
he will ſay, I muſt firſt liſten to what he 
will ſay next; then Iam to conſider, whether 
what he ſaith be agreeable to found Do- 
Arine, and whether it be proper and law- 

. ful for me fo joyn with him in the Petitions - 
he puts up. to God Almighty ; and if I 
thiok it ſo, then I am to do it. But before - 
I can well do that, he- is got to another 
thing : By which means it is very difficult, 
if not Morally impoſlible to joyn with him 
in every thing ſo regularly as I ought todo. + 
But by a Set Form of Prayer, all this trou- 
ble is prevented ; for having the Form con- 

| tinually 
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tinnally in my mind, being thoroughly ac- 
quainted with it, fully approving of every 
thing in it, I have nothing elſe to do, whilſt 
the words are ſounding in mine Ears, but to 
move my Heart and Aﬀections ſuitable to 
them, to ratſe up my deſires of thoſe good 
things which are prayed for, to fix my mind 
wholly npon God, whilſt 1 am praiſing of 
him, and ſo to employ, quicken, and lift up 
my whole Soul in performing my Devotions 
to him. No Man that hath been acuſtomed 
to a Set Form for any conſiderable time, but 
may eaſily find this to be true by his own 
experience : And by conſequence, that this 
way of Praying is a greater help tous, than 
they can imagine that never made tryal of it. 

To this may be alſo added, that if we 
hear another praying a Prayer of his own 
private Compoſition, or voluntary Effufion, 
our Minds are wholly bound up and conh- 
ned to his Words and Expreſſions, and to 
his Requeſts and Petitions, be they what 
they will: fo that at the beſt we can but 
pray his Prayer. Whereas when we pray by 
a Form preſcribed by the Church, we pray 


| the Prayers of the whole Church we live in, 
which are common to the Miniſter and Peo- 


ple, to our ſelves, and to all the Members 
of the ſame Church : So that we have all the- 
devout ard pious Souls that are in it, con- 


_ curring and joyning with us in them : W hich 


cannot ſurely but be more effeQual for the 
Ediying, ot ogly of our felvesin particu- 
ar, 
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lar, bnt of the Charch in general, than any 
private Prayer can be. | 

Lafily, In order to our being edified by | 
our Puablick Devotions, as it.is neceſſary 
that we know before-han'! what we are to 
pray for, ſo it is neceſlary 'that we after- 
wards know vhat we have prayed for, when 
we have done : For 1 ſuppoſe you will all 
grant, that all the good and benefit we can 
receive from our Prayers, is to be Ultimate- 
ly reſolved into God's gracious hearing, and 
anſwering of them : Without which, they 
will all come to nothing. Bat there are two 
things required to the obtatning an Anſwer 
of our Prayers : Fir{t, that we ſincerely and 
- earneſtly deſire good things at the Hands of 
God, to which, as I have ſhewn, aSet Form þ 
of Prayer conduceth very much: And then 
Secondly, it is required alſo, that we truſt and 
depend upon God for. bis granting of them, 
according to the Promiſes which he hath 
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-higheſt Acs of Religion that we can per- 
form, ſo it is that which gives Life and 
Vigor, Vertue and Efficacy to our Prayers, 
without which we have no ground at all to 
expect they ſhould be Anſwered. For God 
having promiſed to Anſwer our Prayers, ex- 
cept we truſt on him for his Performance of 
ſuch Promiſes, we loſe the benefit of them, 
and by conſequence our Prayers too, And 
therefore, as ever we deſire that he ſhould 
grant us what we pray for, when we have 
direfted our prayers to him, we muſt ſtill lo9k 
up, Pſal. 5. 3. expetting and hoping for 
the return of them. 

Now as this is a thing of greater conſe- 
quence, fo a ſet Form of Prayer 1s a greater 
help to us in it, than it is commonly thought 
to be. Forif we hear another utter a Prayer 
ex tempore, which he never ſaid, nor we 
heard before, nor ever ſhall do it again, it is 
much if he himſelf can remember the tenth 
part of what he ſaid : How much leſs can we 
that heard him, do it ? Andif we cannot 
poſſibly remember what we prayed for, how 
is it poſſible for us to expect it at the Hands 
of God ? or todepend upon him for it ? But 
now it is quite otherwiſe when we uſe a Set 
Form of Prayer, For by this means when we 
have prayed, we can recollect our ſelves, 
look over our Prayers again, either in a 
Book, or in our minds, where they are Im- 
printed ; we can conſider diſtinaly what 
we have asked at the Hands of God, and = 
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att our Faith, and Confidence on him, for 
the.granting every. Petition we have pur ap 
unto him, according, to the Promiſes which 
he hath made us to that purpoſe. And as tius 
is the ſureſt way whereby to obtain what we 
pray for, it muſt needs be the moſt Ed:fying 
way of Prayins that w2 £11 poli bly uſe. 
Theſe things being duly weighed, 1 ſhall 
now fake it for granted, That the uling a 
Form In general in the Publick Worſhip of 
God is agrecable- to this Apoltolical Rule, 
Let all things be done to Edifying ; and fo Mal 
proceed to ſhew that that Form in particular, 
which our Church hath appointed to be. uſed 
upon ſuch Occaſions, is ſo tov. For which 


end it t5 not neceſſary that I ſhould run 


through every particular Word, Phrate, or 
Expreſſion in the Common: Prayer, much leſs 


that I ſhould vindicate and defend it from, 


every: little Exception, that Isgnorance or 
Malice may make againft ſomething in It. 
For nothing ever. yer was, or can- be faid, 
or Written, but ſomething or other may be 
faid, or Written 9gainſt it, either-well, or 
ill. - But wy buſineſs muſt be to prove, That 
the: Form of Divine Service, contained in 
the Book of Common- Prayer, "which IS now 
uſed in the Church of England, conduceth 
ſo much to the Fdifying thoſe that uſe it, 
that it agrees exactly to the Rule which the 
Apoſtle here preſcribes in that caſe. And 
this I ſhall demonſtrate from Four Heads. 
1. Fromihe Lanzuage. 2, From the Hatter, vor 
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Sabſtance of it. 3. From the Method, And 4. 
From the Manner of performing ir. For if it be 
Edifying in all theſe reſpeQts, it muft needs 
be acknowledged to be fo inthe whole. 
There being nothiag 1n it but what may be 
reduced to ſome of theſe Heads. 

Firſt, Therefore as to the Language, you 
all know that the wholz Szrvice 1s Perform- 
ed in Engliſh, the Vulgar and the Common 
Language of the Nation, which every one 
underſtands, and ſo may be Eaifeed by it. 
And this, indeed, is th? Ground and Foun- 
dation of all the benefit that we can poſlibly 
receive from our Publick Prayers. And there- 
fore in the Church of Rowe, the Common 
People are made uncapable of being Edified 
by the Prayers of the Church, in that Red 
areall made in Latin, a Language which they 
go not underſtand. So that when they meet to 
worſhip God, there are ſeldom any in the 
Congregation that knows what is faid there, 
except the Prieſt that reads it, and often- 
times not he neither. By which means they 
have no ſuch thing really amongit them as 
Common-Ffrayer, Neither 15 it poſſible for the 
Common People to be ever editied by what is 
there faid, or Yone, except they could be 
once' convinced by it of the horrible abuſe 
which their Church-puts upon them,in com- 
manding all her Publick Devotions to be 
periormed in an unknown Tongue, direct- 
ly contrary, not only to the Rule in my 
Text, but to the Deſign of this whole 
Chapter. "WW 3 But 
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But bleſſed be God for it, it is not ſo with 
us. For ours is truly Common-Prayer, for it is 
Written, anc Read in that Language which 
is common to all the Congregations in the 
Kingdom, and to every perſon in each 
Congregation. So that all the People of the 
Land, whatſoever Rank or Condition they 
are of, may joyn together in the uſe of every 
thing that is in it, and fo be joyntly Edified 
by it : Eſpecially, conſidering that it is not 
only all in Ezgifþ, but in common and plain 
Engliſh, ſuch as we uſe in our common Diſ- 
courſe with one another. There are no un- 
. uſualor obſolete Words,no hard or uncouth 
Phraſes in it, but every thing 1s exprefled as 
ckarly and plainly as Words can do it - So 
that the meaneſt perſon in the Congregation 
that underſtands but his Mother-Tongue, 
may be Edified by it, as well as the greateſt 
Scholar. 


But that which is chiefly to be conſidered * 


in the Language of the Common-Prayer is, that 
it 15 not only common, but proper too. Though 
the Words there uſed be all but- common 
Words, yet they are ſo uſed, that they proper- 
ly expreſs the things that are defigned by 
them. This, I confeſs, may ſeem to be no 
orcat matter, at fiſt ſight, yet it is that with- 
out which we might be ſubverted, by that 
which was intended for our Edification. For 
impropriety of Specch in Matters in Religi- 
Oi, hath given accaſion to all, or moſt of 
the Schiſms, Errors and Hereſies that ever 

infeſted, 


} 
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infeſted, this, or any other Church ; as might 
eaſily be demonſtrated, Hence the Apoſtle 
gave Timothy, A Formof found Words, and 
charged him to holdit faſt : Hold faſt (faith 
he) the Form of ſound Words which thou haſt 
beard of me, 2 Tim. 1. 13. As knowing, 
that except the Words, whereby he uſually 
expreſſed Divine Truths, were ſound and 
proper, it would be impoſſible for his No- 
tions and Opinions of the things themſelves 
to beſo. Andcertainly, if ever there was 
A Form of ſound Words compoſed by Men 
fince the Apoſtles times, our Common- Prayer 
may juſtly deſerve that Title : It being all 
made upof ſich fit and proper, ſuch ſound 
and wholſom Words, that if wedo but hold 
faſt to them, there is no fear of our falling 
either into Hereſie, or Schiſm. For they, 
being duly conſidered, will fuggeſt to our 


« Minds, right, and true appehenfſions of all 


the Articles of the Chriſtian Religon ; and 
ſo not only make us ſound, but build us up 
ſtrong and firm in our moſt Holy Faith : So 
that conſidering the plainneſs and perſpicui- 
ty, the ſoundneſs and propriety of Speech 
which is uſed 1n it; the leaſt that can be ſaid 
of the Commox-Prayer, is, that all things in 


- it are ſo Worded as is moſt for the edifying 


of all thoſz that uſe it. 
And as the words in the Common-Prayer 


are all as edifying as words can be, ſo, in the 


Second place, 1s' the Matter expreſſed by 
thoſe Words. For there is nothing 1n it, 
B 3 but 
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but what is neceſſary for our Edification, 
and ' all things that are, or can he for our 
Edification, are plainly in it. Firſt, I fay 
there is nothing in our Liturgy but what is 
neceſſary for our Edification, There are 
no ſuch Fables 1n it, or Endleſs Genealogies, 
which (as the Apoſtle ſaith) Miniſter Que- 
ftions; rather than Godly Endifyimng, which us in 
Faith; 1 Timothy 1. 4. There are none of 
thoſe vain Diſputations and impertinent 
Controverſies, which. have of late been rai- 
ſed in the Church, to its great diſturbance, - 
rather than its Edification. There are no 
new Opinions, no Airy Speculations in it, 
which ſerve only to tickle Men's Ears, and 
pleaſe their Fancies, and ſo divert their 
Thoughts from what they are abour. Look 
it all over without prejudice and partiality, 
conſider ſeriouſly every thing that is in it, 
and you will find nothing aflerted, but 
what is Conſonant to God's Word, nothing 
Prayed for, but according to his Promiſe, 
nothing required as a Daty, but what is a- 
greeable to his Commands, nothing ſaid pr 
done, but what is grave and ſober, ſolemn 
and fubſtantial ; nothing but what becomes 
the Worſhip of our Great and Almighty 
Creator. And therefore, nothing hut what 
we may ſome way or other be Eaifyed by. 
And as there is nothing in it, but what 
is Edifying, ſo all things that are, or can 
ve Edifying are in it, For nothing can be 
neceſlary to Edify and make us ſolid and 
| | per- 
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perfet Chriſtians elſe, but what is neceſſt- 
ry either to be beligr ed, or done, or obtained, 
by us. Bat there 1s-ncthing neceſſary to be 
bnewn, or believea but we are taught it 5 no- 
thing nec-flary to be dre, but we are en- 
joyued In It ; nothing neceſſary to be obtain- 
ed, but we pray for it in our,Publick Form 
of Divine Service, 

For firſt, As to thoſe things which are 
neceſſary to be 4rewr, or believed: it 1s aC- 
knowledpged by al] Proteſtants, that they 


' are fully contained in the Holy Scriptures, 


which make a great, if not the greateſt 
part of our Divine Service; and are con- 
ſtantly read over, the Pſalms once every 
Month, the Old Teſtament once, and-the 
New thriceevery Year. And all the Funda- 
mental Articles of our Chriſtian Faith, -re- 
vealed in the Holy Scriptures, being brie- 
fly ſummed up in the Ar/zs Creed; that 
we may be ſure-to keep them always it 6n7 
Minds, we have that Creed read and' re- 
peated, always once, and moſt common- 
ly twice every day in the Year. And ſeelits 
the Godhead of our- Bleſſed Saviour, the 
Foundation of our whole Reitgion, "hath 
been, and ſtill is denied by fome, leſt we 
ſhould be led away with the Error of 'the 
Wicked, every Sunday, and Holyday, we 
read the Nicene Creed, wherein the God- 
head both of the Son and Holy Ghoſt is afſ- 
ferted and explained. And that we may net 
entertain any Kroneous Opinions concer 
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ning the moſt Holy Trinity, or the Incar- 
nation of the Son of God, but the true Ca- 
tholick Faith whole, and undefiled, upon 
certain days every Year we read that which 
is commonly called the Creed of St. Atha- 
nap, wherein thoſe great Myſteries are 
unfolded in the moſt proper and perſpicuous 
terms that they are capable of. 

And as all things neceſſary to be believed 
are ſummarily contained in the Three 
Creeds, 1o they are frequently explained in 
the other parts of our Liturgy ; Inſomuch, 
that it would be eaſy to frame a compleat 
Body of Divinity out of the Words there 
uſed : Atleaſt, of all ſuch things as are need- 
ful for any Man in the World to believe or 
know, in order to his Eternal Salvation. 

The ſame may be ſaid alſo of all thoſe 
things, which we ought to do. For as we 
here do whatſoever is neceſlary to be done 
in order toour Worſhip ot God in this place, 
ſo we are here taught whatſoever is neceſ- 
ſary to be learnt in order to our ſerving 
God in all other places. So that no Man 
that frequents our Publick Congregations, 
where the Common-Prayer is uſed, can ever 
plead Ignorance of any one Duty whatſo- 
ever : For if it be not his own fault, he 
may there be inſtructed in every thing 
which he that made him requires of him. 


For here, as I obſerved before, ' we con-_ 


fkantly read the Moly. Scripture, which as 
the Apoſtle faith, 1s profirable for Doftrine, 


or 
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for Reproof, for Correition, for Inſtrution, in 
Righteouſneſs, that the Fan of God may be per- 
fett, throughly inſtrutted unto all good Works. 


2 Tim. 3.16, 17. And ſeeing it hath pleaſed 


the moſt high God to Compriſe his whole 
Wil), and by conſequence our Duty, in the 
Ten Commandments, hence we read them 
conſtantly every Sunday and Holy-day 
throughout the whole Year. By which means 
every one, that doth not willfully ſhut his 
Eyes, may clearly ſee, and fully underſtand 
his whole Duty both to God and Man. Efſ- 
pecially conſidering, that in Prayers them- 
ſelves alſo there is frequent mention made 
of all thoſe Vices which ought to be avoided, 
and of all thoſe Good Works which ought 
to be performed by us. So that we can ne- 
ver come to Church, but we are ſtill put in - 
mind, both of what we ought, and what we 
ought not to do, that we may be ſaved. 

And then, as there is nothing neceſſary 
to be knows, or done, but we are taught it ; 
ſo neither is there any thing neceſlary to be 
obtained to make us either holy, or happy; 
but we pray for it in the Conmmon-Prayer. 
For here we have the Lora's-Prayer, a Pray- 
er compoſed by Wiſdom it ſelf ; and there- 
fore it muſt needs be the: moſt perfett and 
Divine Prayer. that ever was made. Net- 
ther do we uſe it only once, but in every 
diſtinct Service of the Church, in our Pray- 
ers, before we read the Holy Scripture - 
And in our Prayers after : Towards the end 
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of the Litany, and in the beginning of the 
Communion Service, and in every Office 
of the Church beſides. And the reaſon i is, 
becauſe although our Saviour hath not for- 
bidden us to uſe any other Prayer, yet he 
hath: expreſsly commanded us to ſay this, 
whenſoever we pray. And therefore, in 
obedience to his Command, our Church 
hath wiſely Ordered, that in all, and eve- 
ry Solemn Addreſs that we make to the 
moſt high God, we always ſay this Prayer, 
leſt otherwiſe, by our tranſgreſlion of his 
Command, in omitting this, we make all 
our other Prayers to be ineffectual. And be- 
fides, by the conſtant uſe of this amongit our 
other Prayers, we are always ſure to uſe one 
Prayer, both abſolutely perfe&t in its ſelf, 
and moſt acceptable unto him, to whom 
we pray ; it being a Prayer of his own Com- 
poſure-: So that we ſpeak unto God in his 
own Words, and fo. may be confident that 
we ask nothing of him, but exaQly accor- 
ding to his own Will. 

And although all things neceſſary for us 
be vertually contained in the Lord's Pray- 
er, yet our Church in Conformity to the 
Catholick and Apoſtolical, hath thought 
good to add ſome other Prayers in which 
the ſame things are:more particularly ex- 
preſſed and defired at the hands of our great 
and moſt Bountitul Benefa&or. ' All which, 
are {ſo :contrived, that there is nothing e- 


vil; or hurtful for us, but we pray againſt 
it; 
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it ; nothing good, or uſeful, but we. pray 
for it. There is no Vice, or Luſt, but we 
defire it may be ſubdued under us ; no 
Grace or Vertue, but we pray it may be 


| planted and grow in vs. Inſomuch, that if 


we do hut conſtantly and fincerely pray. 0- 
ver all thoſe Prayers, and ſtedfaſtly believe 
and truſt in God for his anſwering of them, 
and ſo obtain what we there pray for, we 
cannot but be as real and true Saints, as hap- 
py and bleſſed Creatures, as it is poſlible 
for us to bz in this World. Neither do we 
here pray for our ſelves only, but accor- 
ding to the Apoſtles Advice, we make Sup- 
"plications, Prayer, Interceſſion, and giving of 
thanks for all Men ;, yea, for our very Enenues, 
as our Saviour hath commanded us, ' Matt. 
5- 44. And what can bedeſfircd more than 
all this, to -make the Matter of the/Com- 
mon- Prayer Edifying either to our ſelves, or 
others ? Nothing certainly, but truth and 
ſincerity of Heart in theuſing of it. 

[ cannot. paſs from this Head, before I 
have obſerved one thing more unto yon, 
concerning the Prayers in general ; and that 
1s, that they are not carried on in one con- 
tinued Diſcourſe, but divided into 'many 
ſhort Prayers, or ColleQs, ſuch as that is 
which our Lord. himſelf Compoſed ; and 
that might be one Reaſon, wherefore our 
Church ſo Ordered it, that ſo ſhe might 
follow our Lord's Example-in it, who beft 
knew what kind of Prayers were fitteſt for 

us 
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us touſe. And indeed, we cannot but all 
find, by our own Experience, how difh- 
cult it is to keep our Minds long intent 
upon any thing, much more upon ſo great 
things as the Object and Subjects of our 
Prayers are, but do what we can, we are 
ſtill liable to diſtraftions : So that there 
is a kind of neceſſity to break off ſome- 
times, to give our ſelves a breathing time, 
that our 'Thoughts being looſened for a 
while, they may with more eaſe and leſs 
danger of diſtraction, be tied up again, as it 
is neceſſary they ſhould be, all the while that 
we are actually praying to the ſupreme Be- 
ing of the World. : 

Bekdes that, in order to the performing 
our Devotions aright to the moſt High God, 
it is neceſſary that our Souls be poſſeſſed all 
along with due apprehenſions of his great- 
neſs and glory. To which purpoſe our ſhort 
Prayers contribute very much : For every 
one of them beginning with ſome of the 
Properties or Perfe&tions of God, and ſo 
ſuggeſting to our Minds right apprehenſions 
of him at firſt, it is eaſy to preſerve them 
in our Minds during the ſpace of a ſhort 
Prayer, which in a long one would be apt to 
ſcatter and vaniſh away. 

But that which 1- look upon as one of . 
the principal Reaſons, why. our publick De- 
votions- are, and ſhould be divided into 
ſhort Colle&s, is this. Our Bleſſed Saviour, 


we know, hath often told us, That what- 
ſoever 
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ſoever we ask in his Name, we ſhall receive : 
And ſo he hath direQed us in all our Prayers 
to make uſe. of his Name, and to ask no- 
thing but upon the account of his Merit 
and Mediation for us : Upon which, all our 


hopes and. expeQations from God do whoi- * 


ly and ſolely depend. Hence therefore (as 
it always was ſo) it cannot but be adjudg'd 
neceſſary, that the Name of Chriſt be fre- 
quently inſerted in our Prayers, that ſo we 
may lift up our hearts unto him, and a& 
our Faith upon him for our obtaining the 
good things we pray for. And ſo weſee it 
is in the Common-Prayer, for whatſoever it is 
' weask of God, we przſently add, Through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, or ſomething to that 
purpoſe. And ſoask nothing but according 
to our Lord's DireQtion, even 1n his Name. 
And this is the reaſon that make our Pray- 
ers ſo ſhort; for take away the Concluſion 


of every Colle& or Prayer, 1: the Name of 


Chriſt, and you may joyn them all together, 
and make them but as one continued Pray- 
er. But this would be to offer manifeſt vio- 
lence to the Prayers, by taking away that 
which gives them all their Force and Ener- 
gy, and ſo making them ineffectual to the 
purpoſes for which they are uſed. For cer- 
tainly the Asking all things in the Name of 
Chriſt, as we do in the Common-Prayer, is 
the only way whereby to obtain what we 
deſire, and by conſequence, the moſt Edi- 
fying Way of Praying in the World. bay 
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The next thing to be Conſidered in the 
Common=Prayer, 1s the AMecrhod, which is ad- 
mirable, and as Edi/ying, it poſlible, as the 
Hatter it ſelf, This none can deny that doth 
bat fully underſtand, and ſeriouſly. conſider 
of it. Which thereſore, that you may 
all do, 1 ſhall briefly run through the whole, 
and give you what light I can into it, that 
you may clearly fee, not only the Reaſona- 
bleneſs, but the Excellency of it ail along. For 
which purpoſe, I ſhalt inftance only in ſuch 
things which offer themſelves at firft ſight to 
any one that doth but caſt his Eye upon it. 

Let us therefore ſuppoſe a Congregation 
of ſober, and devout Chriſtians (iuch as we 
al} ſhould be) met together to perform 
their Publick Devotions to Almighty God ; 
every one of which hath lift up his Heart 
privately unto him already, imploring his 
Aid and Afſliſtance in the Performance of ſo 
great a Work, and ſo are now all ready to 
ſet about it. The firſt thing we do, is to 
read ſome Sentences of Holy Scripture, that 
fo we may begin our Devottons unto God 
in his own Words. And they are all ſuch 
Sentences as put us in mind of onr- fins a- 
gainſt him,and of his Promiſe to-pardon them 
if we do repent - That ſo we may- preſent 
and carry our ſelves with that Reverence 
and Godly Fear before him, as becometh 
thoſe who are ſenſible of their own vileneſs 
and unworthinefs to approach fo great, a 
Majeſty 3 And likewiſe, with that Faith and 

HR humble 
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humble Confidence, which becometh thoſe 
who believe, that he, upon our Repentance, 
will pardon our fins, and accept both our 
Perſons and Performances, according, to the 
Promiſes which he hath made unto us, 

Then follows a grave Exhortation, Con- 
cerning the End of our preſent Aſſembling, 
which is cf great uſe, and ought never to be 
oinitted. For Men generally are apt to ruſh 
11:to the Preſence of God, without ever con- 
lidering what they go about. Whereas, this 
Exhortation puts us upon conſitering the 
greatneſs of the Work which we are now 
engaged in, and- fo vpon- compoſing our 
Thoughts, and preparing our ſelves 7or the 
due performance of it. 

Our minds heing thus brought into a 
right frame and temper tor it, we al], both 
Miniſter and People proſtrate our felves be- 
fore the Moſt High God, Con7efſiag upon 
our Knees the manitold fins and wickedneis 
that we have committed againſt him, Which 
confeſſion 18. fo contrived, that all, and every 
Perſon in. any Congregation whatſoever, 
may joyn in it. For it ruas in general terms. 
And yet ſo too, that every particular per- 
ſon may, and ought in his own Mind to 
confeſs, and acknowledge his own fins, which 
he knows himſelf to be guilty of, As where 
we ſay, We have left undone thoſe things which 
we ought to have done, and we have done thoſe 
things which we ought nat to have done. At the 
laying of this, eyery one ſhould call his _ 
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ſins to remembrance, what Duties he knows 
himſelf to have omitted, and what Vices 
he knows- himſelf to have committed, and 
confeſs them accordingly to God. And 
when we have thus confeſſed our fins unto 
God, we preſently implore his Mercy in the 
pardon of them, and his Grace, that for 
the future we may forſake them, 

And whiſt we are thus upon our Knees, 
humbly confeſling and bewailing our ſins 
before the Lord our God, the Miniſter 
ſtands up, and in the Name of God, de- 
clares, and pronounceth to all thoſe who 
truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his 
Goſpel, The Abſolution and Remiſſion of all 
their fins, Which though ſpoken alſo in 
general terms, yet every particular perſon 
there preſent, ought to apply it to himſelf, 
ſo as to be fully perſwaded in his own mind, 
that if he doth but ſincerely repent, and be- 
lieve the Goſpel, he is perfe&tly abſolved 
from all bis Sins by God himſelf, according 
to the Promiſes which he hath made to 
Mankind in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

And now looking upon our ſelves as ab- 
ſolved from our fins, upon our Repentance 
and Faith in. Chrilt, and by conſequence, 
as reconciled to God, we take the boldneſs 
to call him Father, humbly addreſſing our 
ſelves to him in that Divine Form of Prayer 
which he himſelf hath given us. Which 
done, we lift up our Hearts and Voices un- 
to God, for his aſliſtance of us in what = 
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do, in the words of David, the Miniſter cry- 
ing out, O Lord, open thou our Lips, and the 
People anſwering, And our Mouths ſha!l ſhew 
forth thy praiſe, The Miniſter again, O Goa 
make ſpeed ro ſave us, the People, O Lord 
make haſte to help us, And then immediately 
we all lift up our Bodies too, ſtand upon 
our Feet, and ſo put our ſelves into a po- 
ſture of praiſing and magnifying the Eter- 
nal God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, for 
his infinite goodneſs and mercy towards us 
for which purpoſe the Miniſter firſt ſaith or 
ſings the Gloria Patri, Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Sm, and to the Holy Ghoſt, And the 
People to ſhew their conſent, Anſwer, As it 
was in the Beginning, is now, and ever ſhall be, 
World without end, Amen, But not thinking 


this to be enough, the Miniſter calls upolt ' 


the People again, ſaying, Praiſe ye the Lord, 
and the People again, The Lord's Name be 
praiſed; and then we go on to praiſe him 


' together, ſaying, or tinging the Ninety 


Fifth Pialm, Yenite exultemus Domino, O come 
let ws ſing unto the Lord, let #s heartily rejoyce 
in the Strength of our Salvation, &c. And ſo 
proceed to the Pſalms appointed for the 
day. Afﬀter every one of which, to teſtify 
our Belief in the moſt Sacred Trinity, and 
our acknowledgment of that infinite Love 
and Goodneſs, which every one of thoſe 
Divine perſons hath manifeſted to us, we 
repeat that incomparable Hymn, Glory be to 


the Father, &c. 


G Our 
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Our Hearts being thus raiſed up to God 
in praiſing and admiring of him, we are 
naw ina fit temper and diſpoſition to hear 
what he ſhall ipeak untous. And therefore, 
have a Chapter read out of the Old Teftament, 
and that in its ordinary courſe, except up- 
on Sundays and Holy-days, when more 
people attending the Publick Worſhip of 
God, than can coventently come upon other 
days, we read fome ſelect Chapter proper 
for the day, and ſuch as is judged moſt edi- 
fying to all that are there preſent. And ha- 
ving thus heard God ſpeaking unto us in his 
Holy Word, we preſently tall upon praiſing 
of him again, for fo unſpeakable a Mercy, 
ſaying, or {inging in the morning, the Te 
Dexm, one of the moſt Heavenly and Sera- 
phick Hymns that was ever Compoſed by 
men : Orelſe, the Song of the Three Children, 
which is. nothing bat a Paraphraſe upon thar 
which David ſang ſo often upon Earth, and 
which the Holy Angels ſing continually in 
Heaven, even Hallelnjah, Praiſe ye the Lord. 
Wherein we being all ſenſible how far ſhort 
we . our ſelves come of praiſing God ſuf- 
ficiently, we call upon all the Creatures in 
the World to do it, bleſs ye rhe Lord, praiſe 
bim. and magnify him for ever, In the After- 
noon, we ſing either the 2apnificat, or elſe 
the Ninety Eighth. P/alm, both which being 
taken out of God's. own Word, cannot but 
be very pleaſing and acceptable unto him. 

After tliis, our Souls being got upon the 
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- Wing again, and ſoaring aloft in the Con- 


templation of the Divine Perfe&tions, we 
are now rightly qualified, to hear and re- 
celve the Sublime Myſteries of the Goſpel. 
And therefore have a Chapter read to us 
out of the New Teſtament, Afﬀter which we 
being revived with the good Tidings of the 
Goſpel, and filled with admiration at the 
infinite Goodneſs of God therein Revealed 
to us, we break forth again into Praiſfing and 
Adoring of him, in the Song of Zacharias, 
or elſe the Hnadredth P/alm in the Mor- 
ning; and at Evening, either the Sixty 
Seventh Pſalm, or elſe the Song of Old 
Simeon, ſtill concluding with Gloria Patri, 

Now having thus heard ſome part of the 
Word of God read to us, and expreſſed our 
thankfulneſs unto him for it, to ſignifie our 
Aſlent, not only to what we have heard, but 
to the whole Scripture, we all with one 
Heart and Voice repeat the Apoſtles Creed, 
wherein the Sum and Subſtance of it is 
contained. And fo profeſs our ſelves to 
continue in the Number of Chriſt's Diſci- 
ples, and that as we were at firſt Baptized, 
ſo we {til} believe in the Name of the Fa- 
the, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, God Bleſſed for 
evermore. 

Hitherto we have been moſtly taken up 
with Confeſſing our Sins to God, implo- 
ring his Mercy in the Pardon of them, hear- 
ing of his moſt Holy Word, acknowledg- 
ing his Goodneſs to us, and praiſing and 

C2 magnl- 
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magnifying his Name for it. By which 
mean<, except we have been extreamly 
wanting to onr ſelves, our Hearts cannot 
but be ſo united and fixed upon God, that 
we are now rightly diſpoſed to make known 
our Wants, and preſent our Petitions before 
him. This therefore is the next tning we 
ſet upon : but ſeeing that neither Miniſter 
nor People can poſſibly do it aright, with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of God himſelf, therefore 
each of them firſt pray for bis ſpecial Pre- 
ſence with the other. The one ſaying, The 
Lord be with you, the other, And with thy 
Spirit, And then immediately falling down 
upon our Knees, we Adore and Supplicate 
each Perſon of the moſt Bleſſed Trinity to 
have mercy upon us, Lord kave mercy upon 
+, Chriſt have mercy pon us, Lord have mer- 
cy upon uw, After which we Addreſs our 
ſelves to God in the Words that he hath put 
into our Mouth, ſaying the Lord's Prayer ; 
which ended, the Miniſter and People, by 
turns, lift up their Hearts to God in ſome 
ſhort and Heavenly Ejzculations, ſtriving 
as it were to outvie each other in prevailing 
with the Almighty to pour down his Bleſ- 
ſings upon us. And then, in an humble, 
and ſolemn manner, we joyn together in 
ſupplicating his Divine Majeſty for his 
Grace and favour, his Defence and Pro- 
teQtion, his Mercy and- Bleſſing, for our 
ſelves, for the King, for the Royal Family, 
for his Church, and for all Mankind. And 
thus 
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thus we do ordinailly in the Colle&s ap- 


pointed for that purpoſe. But upon Wegd- 


neſdays .and Fridays (upon which days the 
Primitive Church uſed to perform more than 
their ordinary Devotions ) as alſo upon 
the Zora's-Day in the Morning, we do it in 
the Lzirary, and in ſuch a Lirany as compre- 
hends all, and every thing that we can ever 
need to defire of Almighty God, either for 
our ſelves or others. | 
After this, upon Sundays and Holy-days, 
we proceed to the Communion Service: And 


therefore approaching to the Lord's Table, ' 


we begin it with his own Prayer. And af- 
ter another ſhort Prayer to God to cleanſe 
the” 'Thoughts of our Hearts, by the Inſpi- 
ration of his Holy Spirit, we read the Ter 
Commandments, which he hath enjoyned us 
to obſerve ; and after every Commandment 
we ask God Mercy for our Tranſgreſlions 
thereof, for the time paſt, and Grace to 
keep the ſame for the time to come ; ſay- 
ing, Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our 


- Hearts to keep this Law, And then, after a 


Prayer for the King, and the Collect for the 
day, we read the Epiffle and Goſpel, that is, 
moſt commonly, a ſhort Paragraph taken 
out of the Canonical Epiſtles, and another 
out of one of the Holy Goſpels, which was 
the Ancient Way of Reading the Scripture, 
before it was divided into Chapters. And 
we do it now to prepare us the better for 
the Communiog of the Body and Blood of 
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Chriſt, therein revealed to us. Bat ſeeing 
we neither do, nor can read over the 
whole, we repeat the ſubſtance of it in the 
Nicene Creed, which is very neceſſary we 
ſhould do at this time, that ſo we may de- 
monſtrate our ſelves to be Chrittians, and 
ſo capable of receiving the moſt Holy 
Communion. 

He that all this while hath employed him- 
{elf as he out ro do in the Service of our 
Church, cannot but find himſclf ſtrangely 
edified by it. Yet-howſoever, that nothing 
may be wanting that may any way conduce 
to our Edification, after the Vicene Creed, 
our Church hath appointed a Sermon to be 
Preached, which if ſound, plain, and pracRi- 
cal, as it ought to be, cannot but be very 
Edifying too, 

And now we may be well ſuppoſed to be 
ſo far Edified, as to be raiſed up to the 
higheſt pitch of Devotion that we can ar- 
rive at in this World, and fo are fit to be 
admitted to the higheſt Ordinance of the 
Church, the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per. And therefore we now betake our 
ſelves to it. But that we may not appear 
before our Lord Empty, we firſt offer up 
ſomething to him of what he hath beſtow- 
ed upon us, to be diſpoſed of to Pious and 
Charitable uſes ; teſtifying thereby our ac- 
knowledgment of his goodneſs to us, and 
that we have nothing but what we recelve 
trom him, And to excite and encourage 
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us to do this, all the while that we are 
offering, we have ſome. ſelect Sentences of 
Scripture Read to us, wherein God either 
Commands us to be Charitable, or elſe 
promiſeth a Bleſſing to thoſe that ere: ſo. 
And then-we Pray for Chr:iſf”'s whole Church 
Militant here on Earth, whereby we profels 
our ſelves to be real M: mbersof it, and 
deſirous to hold Communion with it in 
Chriſt's Myſtical Body and Blood. And fo 
we proceed to the Celebration of it ; in 
which the /Zethod is fo clear, ſo apparently 
Editying, that 1 need not fay any thing of 
it. But ſhall only obſerve two things wn 
General concerning It. | | | 
Firſt, That the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, being the higheſt Myſtery in all 
our Religion, as Repreſenting the Death of 
the Son of God to us; hence, that place 
where this Sacrament is Adminiſtred, was 
always made and reputed the higheſt place 
in the Church. And therefore alſo, it 
was wont to be ſeparated ; from the reit of 
the Church by a Skreen of Net-work, in 
Latin Cencelli, and that ſo generally, that 


from thence the Place it ſelf is called the 


Chancel, That this was Anciently obſerved 
in the Building of all conſiderable Churches 
(for I ſpeak not of private Oratories, <r 


+ Chappels) witkin few Centuries after i!;- 


Apoſtles themſelves, even -in the days ©: 

Conſtantine the Great, as well as In ati 5 - 

ſince, 1 could coly nnſirots fro: 
4 R 


36 The Excellency and Uſefulneſs 
Records of thoſe times. But having pur- 
poſely waved Antiquity hitherto, lam loath 
to trouble you with it now. But | meniion 
it at preſent, only becauſe ſome per- 
haps may wonder why this ſhould be obſer- 
ved in our Church, rather than in all the 0- 
ther Churches which have been lately built 
in this Gity. Whereas they ſhould rather 
wonder why 1t was not obſerved in all other 
as well as this. For beſides, otr Obiigations 
toconform as much as may be to the praQice 
of the Univerſal Church,and to avoid Novel- 
ty and Singularity in all things relating to 
the Worſhip of God; it cannot be eaſily 
imagin'd that the Catholick Church in all 
Ages, and Places for 13 or 1400 years to- 
gether, ſhould obſerve ſuch a Cuſtom as this, 
except there were great Reaſons for it. 
What they were, It is not neceſſary for 
us to enquire now. It may be ſufficient'to 
obſerve at preſent, that the Chancel in our 
Chriſtian Churches, was always looked 
upon as anſwering to the Holy of Holies 
io the Temple, which, you know, was ſe- 
parated from the Sanctuary or Body of the 
Temple, by the Command of God himſelf. 
And that this place being appropriated 
to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, it 
ought to be ſo contrived, as may be moſt 
convenient for thoſe who are to partake of 
that Bleſſed Ordinance. But it muſt reeds 
be more convenient for thoſe who are to 
enjoy Communion with Chriſt, and in him 
Rs Sy | with 
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with one another, in- this holy Sacrament 
to incet together, as one Body, in one place 


| ſeparated for that purpoſe, than to be diſ- 


perſed, as otherwiſe they would be ; ſome 
in one, and ſome in another part of the 
Church. Or in ſhort, it is much better for 
the Place to be ſeparate, than the People. 

Furthermore, It 1s not only ccnvenient, 
bat in ſome ſenſe neceſiary, for every Gom- 
municant to obſerve and take ſpecial notice 
of the ſeveral Circumſtances, which our 
Lord hath ordained to be uſed 1n this Sacra- 
ment, as the Breaking of the Bread, and the 
Conſecrating both that and the Wine, to re- 
preſent his Death, the breaking of his Body, 
and the ſhedding of his Blood tor our Sins ; 
that ſo our Hearts may be the more affected 
with it, and by Conſequence our Souls more 
edified by it. But this cannot be fo well 


* done, except there be a Place ſet apart for 


it, where they may all be placed about, or 
near to the Communion-Table, and fo be- 
hold what there is dane at the Confſecration 
of the Elements. Hence alſo it is, that the 
Seats there, are,and ought to be ſo ordered, 
that all that are in them may ſti!] look thar 
way, and contemplate upon their Blefled 
Saviour, there evidently ſet forth as Crucl- 
fied for them. 

The other thing that 1 would obſerve un- 
to you concerning the Holy Communion, 
IS this, that our Ghurch requireth, or at 
leaſt ſuppoſethit to be Adminiſtred _ 
Sa Lords- 
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Lord's-day, and every Holy-day throug1:- 
out the Year, as it was 1n the Primitive 
Church. For that is the Reaſon that the 
Communion Service is appointed to be uſed 
upon all ſuch Days, and to be. read at the 
Communion-Table, that ſo the Miniſter 
may be there ready to Adminifter it to all 
that deſire to partake of it. Which ſhews 
the great Care that our Church hath of all 
her Members, that they might be edified 
and confirmed in the Faith. To which no- 
thing contributes more than frequent Com- 
munion at our Lord's-Tahle. Which it 
People could once be perſwaded to, they 
would ſoon find greater Benefit by it, than I 
can expreſs, or they themſelves, till. then, 

Imagine. I ſhall ſay no more of it at pre- 
ſent, but only this, That I am ſo ſenſible of 
what now ſay, that could I be ſure to have 
a ſuffictent Number of Communicants, 1 
ſhould be heartily glad to Adminiſter the 
Holy Sacrament every Lords Day, both for 

their Sakes, and my own too, 

Thus 1 have given youa ſhort ſcheme of 
that excellent Method wherein our Divine 
Service is performed ; Which whoſoever 
rightly conſiders, will need no other Argu- 
ment to convince him, that it 1s according 
to the Apoſtles Rule \very Edifying indeed. 
'The laſt thing to be confidered in it, 1s the 
Manner of its Pertormance ; by which I 
"mean only the ſeveral Poſtures of the 


Body, as ſtanding and kneeling, which are 
uled 
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uſed init ; for they alſo are done to Edi- 
TyI0g. 

While we fay or ſing the Hymns and 
Pſalms to the Praiſe and Glory of God, we 
itand up, not only to ſignify, but to excite 
the*Elevation of our Minds at that time. 
For, as on the one Hand, if onr Souls be 
really lift up in the Praiſes of God, our 
Bodies will naturally Hft up themſelves, to 
accompany. them as far as they can, towards 
Heaven ; ſo on the other Hand, the raiſing 
up of our Bodies help towards the railing 
up of our Souls too, by putting us in Mind 
of that high and heavenly Work we are 
now about ; wherein according to our weak 
Capacities, we joyn with the Qnire of Hea- 
ven in praiſing God now, as we hope to do 
it for evermore. For this Cauſe alſo we 
ſtand at the Creeds, for they being Confeſſi- 
ons of our Faith in God, as ſuch, they come 
under the proper Notions of Hyrans or 
Songs of Praiſe to him. Al] our Praiſing 
God, being really nothing elſe but our con- 
feſling and acknowledging him to be what he 
is in himſelf, and to us. And beſides that, 
by our ſtanding at the Creeds and Goſpels, 
we {ignifie our aſſent unto- them, and our 
readineſs to defend them, to the utmoſt of 
our Power againſt all Oppoſition whatſoe- 
ver. And as for the Goſpels particularly, 
they contain the very Acts which 
our Lord did, and the very Words 
which he ſpake when he was upon the 


Earth ; 
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Earth ; and therefore we who profeſs him to 
be our Lord and Maſter, cannot ſurely but 


ſtand up when we hear him ſpeaking, anl 


liſten diligently to thoſe gracious words 
which proceeded out of his Divine Mouth. 
And as when we praiſe God, we raiſe up 
our ſelves as high as we can towards Hea- 
ven, ſo when we Pray unto him, we fall 
down as low as we can towards the Earth, 
not daring to preſent our Supplications to 
the abſolute Monarch of the whole World, 
any other ways than on our Knees. Which 
is ſo proper, ſo natural a Poſture for Sup- 
plicants, that if all Men would but duly 
conſider what they do when they pray to 
Almighty God, the Church need never have 
commanded them to kneel at that time. 
For they could not chuſe but do it : No, 
although the Place where they are ſhould 
ſeem never ſo inconvenient for it. For we 
find our bleſſed Saviour himſelf kneeling at 
his Prayer in the Garden, upon the. bare 
Ground, Luke 22. 41. and St. Paul upon 
the Sea-ſhore, where he could have no 
other Cuſhion but Stones or Sand; Afﬀs 
21. 5. Howſyvever, to take off all thoſe lit- 
tle Excuſes that Men are apt to make for 
themſelves in this Caſe, the Seats in this 
Church are ſo diſpoſed, and all things fo 
prepar'd in them, that there can be no In- 
convenience at all in it, but rather all the 
Conveniences for Kneeling that can be de- 


ſired. And therefore it any of you ſhall yet 
neglect 
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neglect to kneel, while the Prayers are read, 
they will give us too much cauſe to call our 
Religion into Queſtion, or to ſuſpect they 
have none at all. For if they had, they durſt 
not, they could not offer ſuch a manifeſt Af- 
front to the great Creator of the World, as 
to carry themſelves no otherwiſe while 
they pray to him, than as if they were con- 
verſing with their fellow Creatures. But 
why do I ſpeak of their Praying unto God ? 
It is too much to be feared they do not pray 
at all, nor come to Church for any better 
Purpoſe than only to fee and be ſeen. I 
am ſure they perform no A of External 
Worſhip of Adoration unto God, nor ſhew 
him that Reſpe& and Reverence which 1s 
due untohim; and ſo give very great Ot- 

fence to all pious and devout Chriſtians. 
Whereas if all and every Perſon in the 
Congregation, would always be upon their 
Knees, while they put up their Petitions to 
the moſt high God, what a mighty Ad- 
vantage would this be, not only to every 
one in particular, but to the whole Con- 
gregation in General? For as every one 
would by this means keep his Heart more 
ſtedfaſt in the true Fear and Dread of God, 
and likewiſe more certainly obtain the good 
things he prays for, as the Fathers fre- 
quently aſſert : ſo the whole Congregatior 
alſo, would be very much edified by it. For 
by this means we ſhould excite and in- 
flame eack others Devotions, confirm and 
ſtrengthen 
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ſtrengthen one anothers Faith, and convince 
-both our felves and all that fee us, that Re- 
ligion 1s indeed a ſerions thing ; and that 
we believe it to be ſo, by our ſerving God 
with ſo much Reverence and Godly Fear, 
as this humble Poſture repreſenteth. And 
therefore as you tender the Love of God, the 
Credit of Religion, or the Salvation of your 
own Souls, I beſeech you all in the Name of 
him that made you, that whenfoever you come 
hither to pray unto him, you do it in that aw- 
ful, lowly, and folemn manner which our 
Church commandeth,and as becometh Crea- 
tures, when you ſpeak to your Great and Al- 
mighty Creator ; that ſo you may give true 
Worſhip and Honour unto bim, and alſo re- 
ceive that Benefit and Edification to your 
ſelves, which he hath promiſed, and you ex- 
pet from your publick Prayers. This being 
certainly the moſt edifying poſture that you 
. can poſlibly uſe upon ſuch- Occaſions. 

From what we have hitherto diſcourſed 
concerning the Language, the Matter, the 
Method, and the Manner of performing 
Divine Service, as contained and preſcribed 
in the Book of Common- Prayer, we may Po- 
ſitively conclude, that it agrees exactly 
with the Rule in my Text, even that, 47 
things in it are done to Edifying : Which was 
the thing I undertook to prove. I know 
that . many other Arguments might be 
brought to ſhew the Excellency and Uſeful- 


neſs of the Common-Prayer, But theſe al-. 


ready 
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ready produced are ſufficient to convince 
any Sober and- Conſidering Chriſtian of it. 
And if there be any here preſent who are 
not yet convinced by what they have heard 
of it, 1 defire only one thing of them, and 


\ that is, That they would but make Trial of 


it for a while, For my Charity prompts me 
to believe, that all the Zeal that ſome ex- 
preſs againſt the Common-Prayer, and all 
that Indifferency that is in others for it, pro- 
ceeds only from their Ignorance of what is 
is, or at leaſt from their want of an expe» 
rimental Knowledg of it. For let any man 
that ſeriouſly minds the Worſhip of God, 
and the Salvation of his Soul, before ali 
things elſe, let ſuch a one, I ſay, ſet himſelf 
In good earneſt to uſe the Common-Prayer, 
as he ought to do for ſome conliderable time, 
and Ido not doubt but that by the Bleſling 
of God, he will find that Benefit and edifi- 
cation by it, that-his own Experience ſhall 
convince him of all that I have now ſaid, 
more than all the Arguments that 1 have, 
Or any man in the World can ever. produce 
to him. Some may think this to bea para- 
dox: But I do not queſtion bus that many 
here preſentcan atteſt it upon their own 


| Knowledg : Having found themſelves more 


confirmed in their Faith, more ſettled in 
their Religion, more humbled for their Sins, 
more ſupported under their Troubles, more 
enflamed with Love to God and Deſires of 


. Heaven, every way more Edified by the 
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conſtant uſe of the Common- Frayer, than. 
they could ever have believed it poſſible 
to have been, except they had found it to 
- have been ſo by their own Experience. 

Now theſe things being thus briefly con- 
ſidered, ] ſhall obſ:rve only two things from 
them. The firſt is the extraordinary Pru- 
dence as well as Picty of our firſt Reformers, 
who firſt compiled the Book of Common- 
Prayer,fo exa@ly conformable to the Word 
of God, and that Apoſtolical Canon in my 
Text ; which I cannot but aſcribe to the 
ſame extraordinary aid and aſliſtance from 
God, whereby they were afterwards ena- 
bled to ſuffer Perſecution, yea, Martyrdom 
it ſelf for his Sake, and ſo to confirm what 
they have done with their own Blood, which 
certainly is no ſmall] Commendation of it. 

The other thing I would obſerve unto 
you, is the Reaſon why the Devil hath had 
ſuch a ſpight againſt the Common-Prayer, 
ever ſince it was firſt made. For the more 
edifying it is to God's People, the more de- 
ſtrucive it muſt needs be of the Devil's 
Kingdom. And therefore it is no wonder 
that he hath all along employed the utmoſt 
of his Power and Policy to blaſt its Reputa- 
tion, and ſo to diſcourage and diſſwade men 
from the uſe of it. And by the permiſſion 
of God, for the Puniſhment of this ungrate- 
ful Nation, he hath ſo far prevailed in his 
Deſign, that the Liturgy hath been twice 


caſt out of the Church ſince it was firſt 
brought 
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brought into it, once in the Reignof Queen 
Aary, and then again in the Days of King 
Charles the Firſt, 

In the Reign of Queen ary, you all 
know, who were his Inſtruments in the do- 
ing of it, even the Papiſts. For they clearly 
and truly foreſaw, that their Erroneous O- 
pinions could never be believed, nor Super- 
ſtitious PraCtices obſerved in the Nation, ſo 
long as the Common-Prayer was uſed. For- 
aſmuch as there is nothing in that but what 
is ſound and agreeable to the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel,and ſo contrary to the ground- 
leſs Opinions which the Church of Rome 
would obtrude upon the World for Articles 
of Faith. And-beſides that, there are many 
Expreſſions purpoſely inſerted in it to-arm 
us againſt the Pope's Supremacy, Indulgen- 
ces, [nvocations of Saints, Tranſubſtanti- 
ation, and other Popiſh Errors ; ſo that it 
would have been impoſlible for the Romiſh 
Religion to be ever reſtored in the Nation, 
unleſs the Common-Prayer was firſt remo- 
ved, Which therefore they took care to 
have done as ſoon-as poſlible. But within a 
few Years after, even the firſt of Queen 
Elizabeth, it was brought in again. And as 
the Reformation was begun before, ſo from 
that time forward it was carried on,and per- 
tected chiefly by the means of Common- 
Prayer. Forit 1s very obſervable, that in the 
Reign of King Edward the Sixth,and for ſe- 
eral Years too of Queen Elizabsib,there was 

D little 
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little or no Preaching in moſt Parts of the 
Kingdom, and-tew then could read Erglifh, 
and yet by the conſtant and general ute of 
the Liturgy, and God's Bleffing upon if, the 
whote Nation -was . fo edified in the True 
Religion, that there was ſcarce ene in a 
hinared but forſook and abhorred al} Po- 
piſh Docrines and Superſtitions: 'W hich is 
an undeniable Argument, thet in this Re- 
ſpe& alſo it is as .edifying, as it is poſſible 
for a thing of- that Nature to be. Inlomuch 
that To long as the Common- Prayer is nſ{cd 
and frequented as it ought tobe, it is mo- 
rally impoſſible for Popery ' to get any 
Ground amongſt us. But if this Bulwark was 
once removed: ( which God forbid ) our 
grand Adverſiry would ſoon accompliſh his 
malicious deſigns upon vs,one way or other. 
This he knows well enough; and there- 
fore hath left no Stone vnturned to effef it. 
But what he had done betore by the Papiſts, 
he afterwards brought about again by other 
means in the Reign of King Chartes the Firſt. 
For by what kind of Spirit the Common- 
Prayer was then cait out,you all know, and 
fome-of you found by woful experience. All 
that I ſhall ſay of it, is only this; that the 
\ime Spirit that then ſtir'a up. People fo 
violently againſt the Common-Prayer;ſtir'd 
them up at the ſame time'to Rebel againſt 
their -King, to take away Men's Eſtates and 
Lives contrary to allLaw and Juſtice; and 
at laſt to:mnrther *one of the moſt pious 
wes: ; | Princes 
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Princes that ever lived. And whether that 
was the Spirit of Chrift, or Antechriſt,God 
or the ___ judge you. Be {ure the con- 
ſe quen ts of 1ts being laid aſtde.at that time 
were very (0. For pcople being deprived cf 
that whereby they ſhould have been edtfied, 
were immedia tely toſſed to and fro with e- 
very Wind of Doctrine, until at length 
many of them #21] into the moſt PErnicious 
and damnable Hereſies that wereever heard 
of in the Church. Ye together with the 
Liturgy, they laid aſide ali Diſtinction be- 
twixt Sacred aid Common thing z by which 
means the whole Nation was in danger of 
being over-ſpread with Profaneneis ant 
[rre}igion. 

But bleſſed be the Name of the morn bieh 


God for it, he was once more pl-2{ed to 252- 
pear for ws, and in a miraculous maniter to 
reſtore our Common-Prayer to 1; Ci Ch. 
together with our Gracious Sc cr cip a to 
his Kingdoms. But what ſhall we render ts 


the Lord for ſo great a Bleſſing as tis is 7 
All that he expects, or we can glv+ © 
it, is only to make the beſt uſe of 1: 


can. This therefore 1s that which I nw pray 
and beſcech you all for the future {© 40 159 
not think it enough to be for the Coun” 
Prayer,and to come now and then {© vs 2, 
This you may Go, as many do, any yer re- 


celve no more Benefit by it, than as i! thre 
were none at all to. be received. nic 
therefore can by no means be impaicy t 


43 The Excellency and Uſefulneſs 
the Common-Prayer it ſelf, but the Negli- 
gence of thoſe that nſe it. Neither mutt 
you think it enough to talk high for it, or to 
Rail at thoſe who are not ſo happy as to he 
rightly informed about it. But rather take 
all Opportunities to inform them, and by 
all means poſſible to convince them of the 
Excellency and Uſefulneſs of it. Which you 
can never do ſo effeQually, as by your out- 
ſtripping and exceeding them in Vertue and 
Good Works. For this 1s, and ever will be 
a plain Demonſtration that the Common- 
Prayer is indeed far more edifying, than 
thoſe new Modes of Religion, which they 
are ſo unhappily ſeduced into. That there- 
fore you may do this,and ſo both experience 
in your ſelves, and demorfſtrate unto 0- 
thers, the Truth and Certainty, of what 
you have now heard, concerning” the Com- 
mon-Prayer, I deſire you to obſerve theſe 
tew Rules in the uſing of it. 

Firſt,Come not to our Publick Prayers on- 
ly out of Cuſtom, or for Faſhion ſake, as the 
manner of ſome is, but with a ſincere O- 
bedience to God's Commands, and 1n a 
ſure Truſt and Confidence in his Promiſes 
for his Bleſſing upon what you do. For which 
end it will be very gaod as you go to + 
Church, tobethink your ſelves whither you 
are going,and what you are to do there, that 
ſo laying aſide all other Buſineſs, you may 
put your ſelves into a right Temper for ſo 
great a Work. | 
Second» 
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Secondly,Frequent our pnblick Prayer as 
oftenas you can, The oftner you are at 
them, the better you will like them, and the 
more edified you wi'l be by. them. And 


therefore do not ſatisſie your ſelves with 


hearing them once a Week. in this City, 
as alſo in many other places of the Kingdom, 


eſpecially where there are Cathedrals, or 


Collegiate Churches, you may enjoy the be- 
nefit of them publickly every day, and fo 
keep your hearts continnally jn an holy and 
heavenly frame,and always live as becometh 


Chriſtians : And if you neglect ſuch Op- 


portunities as are now put into your Hands, 
you wil] one day wiſh you had not; but 
then wiſhing will do no good. 

'Thirdly, If poſſible, come always at the 
beginning of Divine Service, Otherwiſe 
you will certainly miſs of ſomething that 
would have been ediiying to you, and per- 


haps of that, which at that time might have _ 


done you more good than all the reſt. Net- 
ther will you loſe the benefit only of part 
of it, but in ſome meaſure of the whole too. 
All the parts of ir being link'd together in 
ſo excellent a manner and method. that they 
influence and aſliſt each other. ' So that no- 
thing can be omitted either by the Miniſter 
or People, but the whole will ſuffer by it, 
and loſe ſomething of that Vertne and Ef- 
ficacy which otherwiſe you would find in it. 

Fourthly, All the while that you are in 
God's Houſe, carry your ſelf as in his fpe- 


Clal 
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cial preſence, and ſuitably to the Work you 
are about ; ſtanding while you praiſe God, 
and kneeling when you pray unto tiim, as 
our: Church hath dire&Qed you. For tho? 
theſe may ſeem but little things in them- 
ſelves, yet they are of great Conſequence, 
both to our Worſhipping of God aright,znd 
to our being edified by what we do, as I have 
ſhes'd before. 

Laſtly, Take ſpecial care all along to keep 
your Minds intent upon the matter in hand. 
When you confeſs your Sins to God, do it 
' with an hearty and ſincere Repentance for 
all the Errors of your Life paſt. Whea the 
Abſolution is pronounced, receive it with a 
firm and ſtedfaſt Faith in Chriſt our Savi- 
our. When you repeat or ſing the Hymns 
and Pſalms, raiſe up your Spirits as high as 
you can to join with thoſe above in praiſing 
and magnifying the Eternal God. When the 
Word of God is read, hearken diligently un- 
to it, and conſider feriouſly what he that 
made you faith to you, and requireth of you, 
and reſolve by his Bleſſing to believe and 
live accordingly, And all the while that 
you are upon your knees, putting up your 
Petitions to the molt, high God, let your 
whole Souls be employed in it, carneſtly 
defirirg the good things.you pray for at his 
Gracious Hands, and humbly confidiag on 
his faithful promiſes for the granting of 
them. By this means you will perform rea- 


ſonable Service unto God, 'and by conle- 
Is auence 
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quence that which will be very acceptable 


unto him, and as profitable and edifying to 
your ſelves. Whereas they that do not ob- 
ſerve this Rule, cannot be properly ſaid to 
Pray, or ſerve God at all. And therefore it 
15 no wonder that they come to Church,and 
hear the Common-Prayer read, and are: yet 


no way edified by it. Indeed it is Impoſ- 


ſible that they ſhould. Foraſmuch as all the 
Benefit and Edification that we can poſlibly 
receive irom any of our Devotions, depends 
very much upon the due Intention of our 
Minds in the performance of them. To 
which, as I have ſhewn, both a Form of Pray- 
er in general, and ours in particular, is a very 
great help. 
Do but obſcrve theſe plain and neceſſary 
Rules in uſing of the Common-Prayer ( with- 
out which you cannot be truly ſaid to ule, 
but rather to abuſe it) and you will ſoon 
find what I have faid about it to be true, 
even that Allthings in it are done to Edifying, 
And therefore I would to God that not on- 
ly you that hear me at this time, 'but all ths 
Peopie of tne Nation, could be once per- 
ſwaded todo ſo. What - an holy. Nation, 
what a peculiar People ſhould we-then be- 
come ?- How pious towards God ? Hoyy loy- 
al to our Sovereign ? How Juſt and Chart- 
table to one another ? For by our conſtant 
Worſhipping Almighty God in ſo ſolemn 
and devout a manner as this is, our Hearts 
would be over-awed with ſo great a Fear fx 
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"2 > Sel of his Power and; Soveraignty, that 
e ſhould honour and reverence itin thoſe 
alſo whom he hath ſet over us. Our whole 
- $ogls would be,rais'd upſo much. above the 
+» World, that we ſhould not do an ill Ae to 
gain.it wholly to or ſolves. In ſhort, we 
*# ſhould betevery day edified more and_more 
* In Faith, in Love, in Humility, in Self- denial, 
in Temperance,in Patience,in all true Grace 
' andVertue: And ſo. we ſhould go from 
' Strength to Strength, . from one degree of 
Grace unto another, -until at length we ar- 
Tiveat Glory and Perfection in the higheſt 
Heavens, where we ſhall ſpegd Eternity it 
ſelf in praiſing and adoring the. molt high 
God, as for all the other Mercies which he 
hath vouchſafed' to us, ſo in a particular 
manner for our being Members .of ſuch an 
Apoſtolical Church, wherein all things are 
done to.Ediſying. 
Which God of his Infinite Mercy grant 


'' 2 Saviour Jeſus Chrilt, to: whom with the. Fa- 
ther and the Holy Ghoſt be all Honour-and 
| Glory, World without End, devs, 


Corky irivsajety, — we” ſhould nerer | 
ewillingly to offend him. | Our. Minds 
e filled and impregnated with-ſuch:. 


we may all doin and through our Lord and ' 
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